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EMU administrators address campus safety concerns at town hall
meeting
Eastern Michigan University administrators are being even more proactive to improve
public safety in response to four incidents on or near campus since May.
Plans to utilize more public safety personnel, start an Eagle Eye crime watch program,
add security cameras to buildings around campus, and the use of emergency assistance
stations in the Mark-Jefferson science building and Strong Hall were outlined by
University officials during a Dec. 6 town hall meeting hosted by EMU President John
Fallon and Student Government President Bobby Murkowski.
"Depending on who you talk
to, these events offend our
sensibility as to who we are
as a community or are just
downright frightening The
fact of the matter is, this is
precipitated by actual
events," Fallon said.
Murkowski said that several
EMU students expressed
their concerns about
campus safety to student
government
representatives.
"We want to get the facts
out there and how we're
handling it. Safety is vital to
campus," said Murkowski,
who credited EMU's
Department of Public Safety
for "doing a good job."

FIRE DAMAGE: A boarded window and others
blackened from smoke are reminders of a Nov. 27
fire in King Hall that caused damage to Student
Judicial Service offices. EMU President John Fallon
hosted a town hall meeting Dec. 6 where public
safety on campus was the topic of discussion.
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Jim Vick, vice president for student affairs, outlined the prior incidents for a large crowd
of faculty, staff and students who gathered in the Intermedia Gallery in McKenny Union.
More on this sto�
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Plans to utilize more public safety personnel, start an Eagle Eye crime
watch program, add security cameras to buildings around campus, and the
use of emergency assistance stations in the Mark-Jefferson science building
and Strong Hall were outlined by University officials during a Dec. 6 town
hall meeting hosted by EMU President John Fallon and Student
Government President Bobby Murkowski.
"Depending
on who you
talk to, these
events offend
our sensibility
as to who we
are as a
community or
are just
downright
frightening
The fact of
the matter is,
this is
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events,"
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Fallon said.
blackened from smoke are reminders of a Nov. 27
fire in King Hall that caused damage to Student
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students
expressed their concerns about campus safety to student government
representatives, prompting the call for the meeting.

"We want to get the facts out there and how we're handling it. Safety is
vital to campus," said Murkowski, who credited EMU's Department of Public
Safety for "doing a good job."
Jim Vick, vice president for student affairs, outlined the prior incidents for a
large crowd of faculty, staff and students who gathered in the Intermedia
Gallery in McKenny Union.
They are:
• On May 11, a female EMU student was sexually and criminally
assaulted in Mark-Jefferson.
• On Nov. 7, the wife of an EMU faculty member was assaulted at her
home in Ypsilanti.
• On Nov. 27, a fire in King Hall damaged the offices of Student
Judicial Services (SJS). The Michigan Arson Prevention Association is

offering a reward up to $5,000 for information leading to the arrest
and or conviction of anyone on arson charges in relation to the King
Hall fire. If you have a tip, please call toll free 1-800-44-ARSON or
go to the Department of Public Safety Web site at
http://www.emich.edu/publicsafety/police.htm and click on DPStips
to write an e-mail and leave a tip.
• On Dec. 1, an EMU employee was robbed around 10 p.m. in
Alexander Hall. The suspect is described as a male, approximately
5'6"-5'8" with a medium complexion, 34-45 years old and
approximately 160 lbs. He is described as wearing a black knit hat,
dark clothing and a black leather jacket, with a short waist.
"This not only affects our faculty, staff and students, but affects residents
of Ypsilanti as well," Vick said. "In each case, the University community
was notified by e-mail of what information was available."
Vick said Student Judicial Services has been relocated to the third floor of
Snow Health Center and will remain there until they move to their
permanent offices in the new student center, which is expected to be open
in November 2006.
"They've (SJS) managed to keep running without missing a beat," Vick
said.
Vick added the University is in the process of "re-keying all buildings on
campus and all residence hall rooms." When the Alexander building is re
keyed, there will be only one door open during evening hours to control
access, he said. The University also is experimenting with keyless access at
Halle Library, he said.
Other security measures include:
• a contracted guard service has been on campus the past six weeks
and will remain until all campus buildings are re-keyed.
• Since September, six community service officers have patrolled
campus and conducted walk-throughs of buildings. The community
service officers are EMU students who have been trained in police
procedures, but do not carry firearms.
• The SEEUS program is available and students can call for an escort
to walk them home at night. To contact SEEUS, call 487-3387.
• Security cameras have recently been installed in Best, Buell,
Downing and Wise residence halls. These connect directly to DPS.
More security cameras are in the process of being installed at
various campus buildings.
The College of Business parking
structure has been completed re
lamped.
An Eagle Eye crime watch program
has commenced. Faculty, staff and
students can learn to prevent crime
and the types of information
requested to report a crime. Crimes
can reported by calling 911 from
campus phones and 487-1222 using
cell phones.

BE ALERT: The Department watch program in academic
buildings," Vick said.
of Public Safety has
started an Eagle Eye crime
watch program on campus. DPS and the physical plant conduct a

weekly survey of light poles on
campus to see that they are working properly.

• More than 200 tree branches in secluded campus areas have been
cut in the last year and the physical plant logs daily any incidents
where doors are reported as being ajar, said Tony Catner, associate
vice president for facilities.
"We believe in being proactive rather than waiting for an incident to
happen," Catner said.
• Gary Reffitt, director of purchasing and communications, said he
recently walked campus with student government representatives to
identify any spaces where emergency phones are needed on
campus. Currently, there are 41 such phones, Reffitt said.
• Steve Holda, interim director of finance, told the audience that
administrators were meeting Dec. 9 to discuss lighting and other
security equipment that can be installed at what he described as
"high-priority areas" on campus.
• EMU Police Chief Cindy Hall demonstrated a prototype of an
emergency assistance station for the audience. Much like a fire
alarm, faculty, staff and students will be able to pull a lever that will
activate a blue strobe light, which draws attention. The station also
includes video and intercom capabilities that directly feed back,
through voice-over Internet, to the DPS station.
"We can assess visually what is going from DPS and assess the situation by
talking with them (whoever activated the strobe light)," Hall said. "If a
suspect runs, cameras there or in the area can offer a visual image."
These stations will be located at entrance/exit points in Mark Jefferson and
Strong Hall, beginning in January on a pilot basis, Hall said.
A few EMU students expressed their concern about walking around campus
at night. After listening to students, DPS Officer Candace Dorsey said,
"There are lots of things we can offer to help students feel better. There is
a lot of knowledge we can offer."
Self-defense courses for women only will be offered Sunday evenings from
4:45-7:45 p.m. starting in January. Classes are scheduled Jan. 15, 22, 29
and Feb. 5. Those who register must attend all four classes. To register or
for additional information, call Dorsey at 487-0987.
"We're far from finished with this. There's lots to do," Fallon said.
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By Ron Podell

When Eastern Michigan University President John Fallon outlined his goals
to campus in early fall, he said he envisioned the day when 10 of 10
people on campus, if asked, would be able to provide the same answer
relative to EMU's mission.
That process took a step forward when a University Visioning Task Force assigned to come up with a visioning statement - met for the first time
Dec. 6. Fallon and Daryl Barton, president of the Faculty Council, are co
chairing the task force.
"The Task Force's goal will be to create a five-to-seven
page document that will represent a shared vision - a
picture of our pathway to the future and what we as a
University intend to pursue with great vigor," Fallon said
in his Dec. 9 periodic update to campus. "In the next
few weeks, we will launch a visioning Web site so that
everyone will have access to the work of the group."
Once the Web site is operational, it will be listed on EMU
Today, he said.
"It is important to involve the entire campus in this
project," Barton said.

Fallon

Other members of the University's Visioning Task Force are:
Kristine Ajrouch, associate professor, sociology, and director of the
gerentology program.
Daniel Cicchini, vice president, student government.
Richard Clifford, elevator repair specialist, physical plant.
Ellen Gold, director, University Health Services, Snow Health Center.
Konnie Kustron, professor, College of Technology.
Bernice Lindke, assistant vice president for enrollment services.
David Mielke, dean, College of Business.
Robert Neely, senior associate vice president for academic affairs.
Vernon Polite, dean, College of Education.
Vicki Reaume, director, Alumni Relations.
Gary Reffitt, director, purchasing and communications.
Lynn Rocklage, department head, special education.
Deborah Silverman, assistant professor, School of Health Sciences.

Judy Sturgis Hill, interim director of diversity.
Suzanne Szopo, instructional technology, Halle Library.
Larry Ward, director of facility maintenance, physical plant.

In addition to the formation of the University Visioning Task Force, Fallon
announced the launching of a "Building the Promise" Web site for the
purpose of allowing the EMU community and friends to share their ideas,
thoughts, suggestions, concerns and dreams about EMU. The site is at
www.emich.edu/promise where an online form is available to share input.
"We ask you to identify yourself so that I might know with whom I am
interacting, and to make it possible to have a two-way conversation,"
Fallon said. "At the same time, we recognize that some individuals may
only feel free to speak candidly in an anonymous setting. Therefore, we
have provided the option for anonymous use of the form. We respect your
privacy and will only collect information that you expressly provide on the
form. All responses to this on line form will be sent to me. I encourage you
to use this medium for sharing your ideas, thoughts and suggestions as to
how we can "Build the Promise" that is EMU."
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Defining the goals and needs of a comprehensive campaign for Eastern
Michigan University was the subject of discussion at the first of what will be
many "campaign conversations" on campus in the coming year.
Dec. 13, 2005 issue
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By Ron Podell

A comprehensive campaign is one that benefits students, faculty,
programs, facilities and endowments, Tom Stevick, interim executive
director and interim vice president for advancement, explained to an
audience of approximately 30 at the Dec. 6 meeting in McKenny Union's
Alumni Room.
"In a comprehensive campaign, you count everything
that comes through the door - cash, pledges, planned
gifts and bequests," Stevick said. "All money that comes
in over five or six years all counts toward the
campaign."
Stevick said comprehensive campaigns, rather than
capital campaigns, are the norm for universities today.
Capital campaigns typically focus on raising funds for
building construction and, while beneficial, often
alienate donors who have no stake or interest in the
projec, he said.

Stevick

The University has been in a "quiet" or organizational and planning phase
of a comprehensive campaign since July 2005, said Mathwon Howard,
director of major gifts for the EMU Foundation. This will continue until June
2006, followed by a two-year period called the "advance gift phase" and
conclude with a "public phase," which will last three years. During the
advance gift phases, gifts of $250,000 or more are targeted while gifts of
$25,000-plus are the main focus of the public phase.
To date, no overall funding goal has been set. However, during a typical
comprehensive campaign, large donor contributors are contacted during
the "quiet phase" of the campaign, Howard said.
Most campaigns, he said, break down as follows:
• The first 10 gifts equal one-third of the campaign goal.
• The next 100 gifts equal one-third of the campaign goal.
• The remaining gifts equal one-third of the goal.
"By the end of the quiet phase, you want 60 percent of
your goal in hand," Howard said.
An essential for campaign success, Stevick said, is the
University must have a clear self-image, strategic plan
and direction. He mentioned much of that direction will
stem from the work of the University's Visioning Task
Force, which is currently working to create a five-to
seven-page visioning statement for the University.
"This campaign will reflect this vision. We do want to be

strategic where we put our emphasis," Stevick said.
"We have to articulate first to ourselves why it's
important to the University. Then, we certainly have to express that to our
alumni and donors."
Howard

The time is right for a campaign for a number of reasons, Stevick said.
Charitable giving has increased in the past five years. In addition, it's been
nine years since EMU conducted its last campaign, which was called the
"Campaign for Scholars," Stevick said. Most universities typically conduct a
campaign every four or five years, he said.
A great need for scholarships; colleges and departments need increased
support for faculty, programs and new initiatives; and an ever-growing
need for new, updated and restored campus facilities are other key reasons
for a campaign.
"Donors want to know their impact on students and want to leave a
legacy," Howard said.
Student retention and scholarships were the subjects that drew the most
discussion from audience members.
Courtney McAnuff, vice president for enrollment services, said he would
like to see more scholarship support for students in the arts and an
academic support building that could offer tutoring and other resources
that can help students remain in school.
"We could make it (academic support) something central rather than an
aside," McAnuff said.
"I think if we did a great job raising funds, we could focus on retention,"
added Bernice Lindke, associate vice president for enrollment services.
"Because funds are limited, most of the focus (now) is on recruiting."
The ability to offer more student research and study abroad opportunities
are key ways to retain students, said Paula Dykstra, assistant to the vice
president for enrollment services.
Donations could be earmarked for students to do research or study abroad.
This increases their experience for the likelihood of a job," Dykstra said.
"Parents are in to the practical. Students are in to the practical."
"A campaign is something the entire University has to grab as its own and
put time and leadership into it," Stevick said.
Future campaign conversations will be scheduled at later dates. For more
information, contact Stevick at 484-1322 or Howard at 481-2306.
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The moment many Eastern Michigan University students have been waiting
for is drawing near.
Dec. 13, 2005 issue

More than 1,600 EMU students are eligible to walk during commencement
ceremonies Sunday, Dec. 18, at 2 p.m. in the Convocation Center.

More than 1,600
eligible to walk at
Dec. 18
commencement

Those eligible include 1,100 undergraduates, 495 graduate students and
80 who will receive post-baccalaureate certificates.

By Ron Podell

Doctoral candidates are John Selmon, Thomas Reeder, Ryan Kelley,
Virginia Bell and Michele Coyne.
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Congressman John D. Dingell, Jr. is this year's
commencement speaker and he will be honored
with a doctorate of public service.
Dingell, a Democrat, is the Dean of the United
States House of Representatives and has
represented Detroit since 1955. Over the past
five decades, he has written some of the best
known laws protecting the environment and on
health issues, as well as on the rights of workers
and consumers. He authored the 1990 Clean Air
Act and fought for the passage of the
Endangered Species Act. He also took a leading
role in creating the "Do Not Call" list in 2003.
Congressman Dingell celebrated his 50th
Dingell
anniversary in the U.S. House Dec. 13. Only two
other House Members have served as long, Rep. Carl Vinson of Georgia
and Rep. Jamie Whitten of Mississippi.
Daryl Barton, president of the Faculty Council, will serve as grand marshal.
Doors to the Convocation Center open at 12:30 p.m.
All guests must have a ticket to be admitted. Handicapped seating is
available and there will be a signer to aid those with a hearing impairment.
To arrange for handicapped seating or related special needs ahead of time,
call the Convocation Center, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays, at (734) 487-2282.
A free shuttle, provided to graduates and their families, will run from the
main campus North Lot and Bowen Lot parking structure to the
Convocation Center from noon-5 p.m. For more information about shuttle
service, call 487-3122.
For more information about commencement, go to
http://www.emich.edu/commencement/
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By Ward Mullens

Their backgrounds range from housewife to business owner, but they have
one desire in common - to return to college and finish their degree from
Eastern Michigan University.
More than 100 students from Washtenaw and Wayne counties attended the
Nov. 29 "Return to Learn" open house at EMU's main campus to find out
how they can complete a degree. EMU also had open houses at its
Brighton, Livonia, and Detroit satellite sites .
"We have worked very hard to get the word out
through media interviews, advertisements and
letters," said Lynnette Findley, coordinator of
EMU's "Return to Learn" efforts. "We targeted
Washtenaw and Wayne counties by sending out
letters and it worked. More than 95 percent of
the students at the last open house indicated that
'-"""==........
they had heard about the program from the
letter."

"--"-"<-'""'-""'-""'=ILI

Findley said interest in the program has been so high that an additional
open house is set for Dec. 20, 4-7 p.m., at McKenny Union on EMU's main
campus in Ypsilanti.
"These are students who started their college education at EMU and want
to complete their degree here," said Findley.
Although the current "Return to Learn" students will not begin their classes
until 2006, here are several examples of students who took the step to
complete their degrees at EMU :
Jose Valderrama, a 38-year-old husband and father, left school 10 years
ago, to work as an emergency room technician. His friends and a mentor,
who was an EMU graduate, however, saw his potential and encouraged him
to consider a nursing career. He returned to EMU and will graduate from
the nursing program in December. He will continue working in the
University of Michigan's emergency room, but in a new capacity - as a
registered nurse. He considers his education an investment in his family's
future.
Sara Duvall was president and CEO for a film production company before
retiring after 20 years. After retiring, the 56-year-old returned to Michigan
and found herself substitute teaching. She loved it. Her excitement for
teaching led her to enroll in Eastern Michigan's doctoral program in
educational leadership and counseling. She recently graduated and plans
on working as a superintendent in a school district.
Gary Nicholls is looking forward to the day when he finally graduates
from EMU, nearly 40 years after he first started college. Not only will he
have earned his bachelor's degree, but he also will have achieved a lifelong
dream of teaching school. Nicholls went back to school after he was let go
from his job at a film production company due to the economy. It was a
wake-up call for him. After considering his options, he enrolled in EMU. He
now plans to become a social studies teacher in a middle school,
something he thought he'd never have the chance to do.

"We have utilized every possible tool at our disposal to help get out the
word about this great program," said Pam Young, director of Un iversity
Communications for EMU. "We have done radio interviews, run radio
commercials and print advertisements, built a "Return to Learn" Web site
with personal stories of some of the students the program is attracting,
and provided 'one-stop shopping' with our open houses. Eastern Michigan
University already had an array of programs available to adult students so
gearing up for the " Return to Learn" initiative wasn't difficult."
"This is a great investment for us because it helps the students, it helps
EMU and ultimately it benefits the state and the economy," Young said.
Gov. Jenn ifer Granholm announced the "Return to Learn" initiative at the
beginning of November as an effort to double the number of college
graduates in the state. Mi chigan is currently above the national average for
percentage of adults having some college credit, but no degree. Granholm
said that getting these people back in the classroom is vital to Michigan's
economic growth and public prosperity, because states with the highest
number of college graduates also are the states with the strongest
economies and the lowest unemployment rates.
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Editor's Note: Obituaries are reprinted from earlier FOCUS EMU editions
this year.
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As 2005 comes to a close, Eastern Michigan University says goodbye to
colleagues who passed away earlier this year. They all made an impact on
the University. In chronological order, they include:
Robert A. "Bob" Blume, a former Eastern Michigan University professor
of education from 1960-69, died May 31 at Florida Hospital in Ormond
Beach, Fla. He was 79.
Born Jan. 11, 1927, in Marietta, Ohio, Blume served in the Army Air Force
during World War II. He attended Ohio State University and the University
of Michigan, where he received his doctorate in education .
Thomas Gwaltney, professor of teacher education, said he had not spoken
to Blume for many years, but had fond memories of his former colleague.
"He was intelligent and informed about educational issues," Gwaltney said.
"He was courageous, a champion for human rights, and a champion for
students and new faculty. He stood up for what he believed and was
known for being ethical in his behavior."
In addition to teaching at EMU, Blume taught at public schools in Michigan;
at the National Teacher Education Center in the Somali Republic, Africa;
and at the University of Florida, where he retired as a professor emeritus.
Blume was active in Democratic politics, an outspoken opponent of the
death penalty, an advocate of public education and an avid writer of letters
to the editor. Blume served as president of the Humanists of Florida and
the Association of Humanistic Education. He also edited the Journal of
Humanistic Education, was president of the University of Florida chapter of
the United Faculty of Florida, and was a member of Phi Delta Kappa, the
National Education Association and the Unitarian Universalist Society of
Ormond Beach.
Survivors include his wife of 56 years, Delorys; two daughters, Stephanie
Blume, of Gainesville, and Kerry Blume, of Flagstaff, Airs; and one
granddaughter.
Charlotte Marcotte, a student teacher supervisor at Eastern Michigan
University since 2000, was killed in an accident July 30. She was 65.
Marcotte was riding her bike in Chelsea and was killed when a car crossed
the centerline and struck h er.
As supervisor of student teachers, Marcotte h elped place EMU student
teachers in Ann Arbor schools.
"She was very dedicated and meticulous in how she worked with students,"
said Pat Sullivan, an administrative assistant in the College of Education's
Office of Academic Services. "She was well liked by her peers. It's a sad,
sad thing."

Marcotte received her bachelor's degree in elementary education at
Michigan State University and had two master's degrees in education.
She was an active participant in the Ann Arbor Bicycle Touring Society and
Ann Arbor Ski Club for many years. She also was a member of the
Washtenaw Recreation Club, a local book club and the tango dancing
community. She took tango lessons at Pittsfield Grange and helped form
the Argentine Tango Club in Detroit.
Marcotte was a world traveler and had biked nearly the entire European
continent. Each summer, she would join her friends from Germany on
these excursions.
Other hobbies included card making, knitting, photography, computers,
cooking, camping and kayaking.
Survivors include three sons, Dennis, of Barcelona, Spain; Kenneth, of
Edison, N.J.; and Steve, of Ann Arbor; three sisters, Janice Zupan, of
Manhattan, N.Y.; Madelyn Zupan, of Brooklyn, N.Y.; and Judy Hickson of
Belfast, Ireland; a brother, James, of Pleasant Ridge, Mich.; and a
granddaughter, Anna.
Dean Rockwell, one of Eastern Michigan University's staunchest
supporters and a World War II hero, died Aug. 8. He was 93.
Rockwell, a fixture at many EMU sporting events and academic functions,
died after a short illness.
"Dean Rockwell was a legend among the EMU
family and an inspiration for all that knew him.
His dedication to his alma mater was
unparalleled," said Vicki Reaume, director of
alumni relations. "He faithfully attended
numerous campus events and was a tremendous
supporter of our University."
Rockwell was born on a farm in Cass County,
Michigan in 1912. He graduated from Michigan
State Normal College in 1935. While at MSNC,
Rockwell served as president of Phi Sigma
Epsilon and the Men's Union. He also competed
in football, track and wrestling . He excelled in
wrestling, winning the campus heavyweight
championship and began what would become a
lifelong love of and commitment to the
advancement of that sport.

Rockwell

Following his graduation, he taught and coached football, wrestling and
track at Elberta High School, 1935-36; Flint Bendle High School, 1936-38;
and East Detroit High School, 1938-42.
Rockwell was a part of history, both domestically and overseas.
He was involved in the historic Flint auto plant strikes in 1936-37. Dean
was among the young workers who faced tear gas attacks, heat shutoffs
and battled with police and company security guards during the early days
of the labor movement in the U.S., said Mike James, director of planned
giving for the EMU Foundation.
Rockwell joined the U.S. Navy May 17, 1942, and had a distinguished
career. He was group commander of 12 LCTs that were part of a group of
36 landing craft assigned to carry tanks in the first wave of the Normandy
invasion June 6, 1944. Sensing that his orders were a "recipe for disaster,"
Rockwell broke radio silence, calling an Army captain and making last

minute adjustments in the plan of attack.
In his book, "D-Day, June 6, 1944," author Stephen E . Ambrose wrote, "By
using his courage and common sense, Lt. Dean Rockwell made the single
most important command decision of any junior officer on D-Day by
ordering his landing craft flotilla to keep their ramps up and drive onto
Omaha Beach to deposit their battle tanks." For his good judg ment,
Rockwell was awarded the Navy Cross. He also is the recipient of the
French Croix de Guerre avec Palm (Cross of War with Palm).
Rockwell traveled back to Normandy six times since D-Day. During his last
visit, for the 50th anniversary of D-Day, he was selected to introduce then
President Bill Clinton aboard the aircraft carrier U . S . S . George Washington.
"I would want people to remember that Dean Rockwell truly was a hero. Of
all the brave men and women who served in World War II, he alone was
chosen to represent them at ceremonies commemorating the 50th
anniversary of D-Day," James said. "He introduced former president Bill
Clinton that day and helped cast a memorial wreath into the sea off
Normandy. He was chosen for his bravery under fire and for a command
decision that saved thousands of lives."
Following his discharge in 1945, he returned to his home in Michigan and
went to graduate school at the University of Michigan, got a job at Albion
as the head football coach and then went on to a successful business
career. He retired in 2002.
Along the way, he served as national president of Phi Sigma Epsilon from
1950 to 1958.
"The brothers of Phi Sigma Phi are deeply hurt by the loss of a member of
our family. Dean was always there for the fraternity with advice and
wisdom," said Earnest Wilson, an alumnus of Phi Sigma Phi and a longtime
Rockwell friend . "He is an irreplaceable part of our family and will be
deeply missed."
Rockwell also coached the U . S . Greco-Roman wrestling team at the 1964
Olympics; served on three Olympic wrestling comm ittees; founded the
Michigan Wrestling Club in 1965; wrestled professionally; and chaired the
National AAU Wrestling Committee from 1966 to 1968.
Rockwell was an avid collector of antique knife rests, ceramics and glass.
In 2000, he published, "Antique Knife Rests," the first book to delve into
the appearance, manufa cture and use of these unique dining accessories.
Rockwell was inducted into the Eastern Michigan Un iversity Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1977. In 1985, he started the "old schoolhouse project" to raise
funds to bring the Geddes one-room schoolhouse to EM U's campus. He
also was inducted into E M U's College of Education Hall of Fame in 2005.
"Despite all his honors, h is demeanor never changed. He went to the
Washtenaw Avenue Big Boy every morning he was in town for a simple
breakfast of toast and coffee. He was a very humble and generous man,"
James said. "The ann uity he esta blished while living will benefit men's and
women's athletics at E M U and reflects his interest in numerous sports and
his own accomplishments as a scholar-ath lete ."
In the final year of his life, Rockwell had said that two of the highest points
in his life were his 56-year marriage to his late wife and "my relationship
with Eastern Michigan University."
"His love for Eastern was unconditional and centered on service and
philanthropic support. He was the ultimate alumnus," Reaume said. "We
lost a very special man. He will be deeply missed."

William Francis Shuter Jr., professor emeritus in the department of

English language and literature, died suddenly Sept. 5, at his home in
Ypsilanti. He was 73.

"Those who didn't know William thought of him as being
quiet, but he was just the scholarly type," said David
Teheri n , an English professor and colleague.
Shuter was born Dec. 22, 1931, in Brooklyn, N .Y. He
received his bachelor's and master's degrees from
Brooklyn Un iversity and his doctorate in English
literature from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Shuter

After teaching at Wayne State University, he came to
Eastern Michigan Un iversity in 1968, where he taught
for more than 30 years before retiring in 2004.

Shuter was a prolific scholar who wrote and edited several books and
numerous articles on Walter Pater, a n English writer. A man of wide
ranging interests, Shuter also published or delivered scholarly papers on
German mythology, literary criticism, psychoanalysis and contemporary
religion . He brought an incisive and comprehensive mind to his research
and teaching, and a genuine concern for others in his mentoring and
service to the University.
Shuter was influential in obtaining a $1 million National Endowment for
Humanities grant to establish and maintain an interdisciplinary humanities
program at EMU.
"William had an amazing drive and vision to be able to get this huge grant
for EMU's humanities program," said Teherin. "He was instrumental in
establishing this program that, at the time it was created, was considered
to be a radically new team teaching approach. I still actually teach one of
the courses from the program today."
Shuter was a member of Holy Trinity Student Parish where he was a lector
and, for many years, served on the Peace and Justice Committee and the
Inter-faith Council on Peace and Justice.
Charles Herbert Brown, a licensed grounds worker and equipment

operator at Eastern Michigan Un iversity, died Sept. 1 1 . He was 4 1 .

Brown was born i n Ann Arbor Sept. 4, 1964, a n d was the youngest of four
sons. He was educated in the Ann Arbor Public Schools, graduating in 1983
from Ann Arbor Huron High School. He also attended Eastern Michigan
University and worked for the grounds department in the physical plant for
20 years.
"Charlie was introspective and deliberative. He thought before he spoke,
and when he did speak, his remarks were often h ilarious," said Melinda
Ostra nder, director, grounds, motor pool and custodial services. "He had a
quick, sharp wit and, while I was often flayed by it, I had to laugh just the
same. His sense of humor was keen and clever. He was deeply
knowledgeable with regard to his work and his expertise was invaluable to
the grounds department."
Brown loved spectator sports, especially football, and was an avid golfer
and bowler. He had an incredible memory and was a trivia buff. One of his
favorite hobbies was playing Internet chess and Trivial Pursuit. He gained
many friends and admirers through his Internet family; they often met
around the country and shared their love of games.
Survivors include three brothers, Stanley and Roger Brown, both of Ann
Arbor, and Harold Brown, of Ypsilanti; a special aunt, Hazel Grant, of Ann

Arbor; a n uncle, James Fields of Seattle, Wash . ; three aunts, Irma Wright
and Jennistine Fields, both of Ypsilanti, and Betty Sue Fields, of Ann Arbor;
three nieces, four nephews, and a host of cousins, relatives and friends.
Diana L. Clark, a librarian assistant at EMU for the past 35 years, died
Sept. 15. She was 53.

Clark was a charter member of UAW Local 1975 at EMU, serving as
president of the union for the last 14 years. She was vice president nine
years prior to that.
Her community activities included the EMU Women's
Commission and the Health and Wellness Commission.
Her hobbies included quilting, knitting, crocheting,
gardening, cooking and a variety of crafts.
Survivors include her husband, Keith; a daug hter,
Briana Clark, of Ypsilanti; two brothers, Marvin Whiting,
of Las Vegas, and Arthur Whiting, of Crossville, Tenn.; a
sister, Darlene Whiting, of Austin, Texas; and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.
Louis Porretta, an Eastern Michigan University faculty

Clark

member in the department of education from 1959-83, died Oct. 26. He
was 79.

After serving as a teacher and principal at Mason Junior High School in
Erie, Mich ., Porretta joined EMU's faculty in the College of Education in
1959. He was a professor and later served as department head from 196365.
a�=!!"'"!'��� From 1967-83, he acted as chief-of-party and as senior
adviser on numerous international project teams.
Porretta developed curriculum in Botswana, Somalia,
Swaziland and Yemen through EMU's cooperative
relationship with U.S.A.I. D. During this period, he also
served as director of EMU's Office of International
Projects .

Porretta

"He was a superb educator, the consummate educator,"
said Thomas Gwaltney, an emeritus faculty member
who was a longtime colleague of Porretta's. "He also
was probably the most effective international educator
we've ever had at the University."

When Somalia became independent from Italy in the late 1960s, E M U's
College of Education was invited to help Somalia educate its teachers,
Gwaltney said. Porretta, who became chief of party for the Somalia Project,
knew Italian and that aided communication in a part of the country known
as "Italian Somaliland," Gwaltney explained.
When he returned to the U . S . in 1984, Porretta was granted faculty
emeritus status . He became owner and director of the first Sylvan Learning
Center in Michigan.
Porretta's activities included the Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development, the AAUP, and the Phi Delta Kappa and Pi Gamma Mu
fraternities. He also was a member of the Ypsilanti Rotary Club, where he
served as president.
Porretta received his doctorate and master's degree in education, both
from Wayne State University. He received his bachelor's degree from
Michigan State Normal College.

Survivors include his wife, Elizabeth; a brother, Marvin Porretta; two
sisters, Victoria and Mary; a daughter, Leslie Geiser, of Ann Arbor; a son,
Paul Porretta, of Bayside, N. Y. ; and five grandchildren.
David Hortin, a professor in the department of political science since

1967, died Nov. 2. He was 63.

Hortin began his 38-year career at Eastern Michigan University in 1966 as
head adviser of Best Hal l . He joined the political science faculty a year
later.
Horton received the Senior Distinguished Faculty
Teaching Award in 1987. In 1991, and again, i n 1998,
he received the Alumni Association Teaching Excellence
Award.
"The combination of the practice of law and dedication
to his students gave him the ability to make his classes
come alive with theory and practical examples artfully
intertwined," said Raymond Rosenfeld, a professor and
head of the department of political science. "Dave
helped to create our Public Law and Government
Hortin
major/minor and became EM U's preeminent pre-law
adviser. He counseled hu ndreds of students who have gone on to become
successful lawyers all across the state of Michigan and beyond . "
Hortin also served a s faculty adviser o f the Legal Careers Association and,
since 1986, he had been the EM U's Club Hockey Tea m's faculty adviser. He
was a member of the State Bar Association.
"It is hard to imagine anything that happened in political science during the
past four decades in which David Hortin did not plan an important and
consistently constructive role," Rosenfeld said .
Hortin received his Juris Doctorate from the University of Michigan and his
bachelor's degree in political science from Southern Illinois University.
Hortin is survived by multitudes of students, colleagues and friends.
Joyce Billings, a career services assistant II in Eastern Michigan

Un iversity's Career Services Center from 1991-2002, died Nov. 3. She was
68.

"Joyce was a whiz with the Internet and did a wonderful job locating online
sources for career information and data," said Sarah Kersey Otto,
manager, career planning, Ca reer Services Center. "When faced with a
topic that we had l ittle to no information on, she would attack the Internet
with determination and a lmost always come up with information to help
the student or faculty/staff person in need. Another one of her strengths
was in paying attention to details and, as a result, did a great job of
tracking and documenting expenditures for the career planning and
resources area . "
Before coming to EMU, she taught i n Silver Bay, Minn., and Ann Arbor
Public Schools. She also worked at the University of Michigan.
Billings received her bachelor's degree in elementary education from
Macalester College in 1959.
Her hobbies included sailing from Sarnia to Mackinac Island with her
children and former husband, and enjoyed exploring the North Channel
and picking wild blueberries with her family.

She had a deep love of m usic and played the trombone in the Meridian
Community Band with her daughter. Billings also had a deep compassion
for animals and always adopted her pets from animal shelters. Art and
knitting were other hobbies.
Survivors include her former husband, Rolland G. Billings; two daughters,
Elizabeth Billings-Cerny and Anne Billings; a son, Christopher Billings; a
brother, Richard Meyer; and three grandchildren.
Rosemary Russell, an instructor of music at Eastern Michigan University
from 1964-66, died Nov. 12 at St. Joseph Hospital in Ann Arbor. She was
70.

Russell was born May 5, 1935, in Bauxite, Arkansas. She received her
bachelor's and master's degrees in music from Westminster Choir College.
She also received another master's degree in music from the University of
Michigan.
She was an instructor of music at EMU before she joined the faculty at the
University of Michigan in 1965 as a lecturer and rose through the ranks,
becoming an associate professor in 1972. During her tenure there, she
served as coordinator of the department of voice from 1986-99 and chair
of the department of voice from 2000-2002. She also served as
administrator of the all-state program and was a faculty member and
performer at the Interlochen Center for the Arts.
In addition to her dedication and superior performance as a teacher of
undergraduate and graduate students of voice, she had a successful career
as a professional singer and performed as a soloist in major symphonic
works and oratorios.
Russell was an avid sportswoman and was a member of the Racquet Club
of Ann Arbor and Radrick Farms Golf Course. She also was a member of
the Women's City Club.
She is survived by a nephew, Gilbert Thompson, and many friends.
A memorial service is scheduled Saturday, Dec. 17, at 1 p.m. in the Britton
Recital Hall at the School of Music, 1100 Baits Drive. Contributions may be
made to the Rosemary Russell Endowed Scholarship Fund. For more
information about the scholarship fund, call (734) 764-4453.
Normajean Anderson, associate professor emeritus in Eastern Michigan
University's business education department, died Nov. 24 at Medilodge of
Yale. She was 91.

Anderson was born April 19, 1914, in Imlay City, Mich.
She received her bachelor's degree from Eastern
Michigan University and her master's degree from the
University of Michigan.
She joined the EMU faculty as an instructor of b usiness
education in 1948, after 1 1 years of teaching in
Michigan high schools, one year at the Oakland (Calif.)
U.S. Army Base and one year at the Lansing Secretarial
School. She retired in 1979.
Anderson

In 1989, she established the Normajean Anderson
Graduate Award Scholarship for business education students. The $3,000
endowed fund provided a $250 annual award to an outstanding graduate
student currently enrolled in the master's of business education program at
EMU.

Anderson was a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Ypsilanti and
the Presbyterian Women.
Survivors include her sister Margaret; a niece, Karen; and a nephew,
Thomas, all of Imlay City.
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HOLIDAY C H E E R: Eastern Michigan University employees enjoy a little food and conversation at the
annual holiday reception, hosted by President Fallon in Welch Hall Dec. 12. The fall semester ends
Wednesday, Dec. 14, followed by commencement Sunday, Dec. 18. The University closes Dec. 23-Jan.
2 for the holiday break.
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WEMU TURNS 40: WEMU 89.1 F M Station General Manager/ Director Art Timko explains the function
of some of the radio station's equipment to { from left) Judy Griwicki, general funds, general and
auxiliary fund; Renelda Latondress, plant funds, receivables; and Julie Goble, general and auxiliary
funds supervisor. Eastern Michigan University's public radio station celebrated its 40th anniversary
Dec. 8 with facility tours and a hot dog lunch. Approximately 90 faculty and staff took the tour.
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By Ron Podell

FOCUS EMU will not be published Tuesday, Dec. 20, due to the holidays,
but will return to its regular, electronic publishing schedule Tuesday, Jan.
10. University Communications wishes the EMU community a happy and
safe holiday.
FOCUS EMU's electronic publishing schedule for
winter term 2006 is as fol lows:
January 10, 17, 24, 31
February 7, 14, 21
March 7, 14, 21, 28
April 4, 11, 18, 25
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Eastern Michigan University faculty and staff reached out to others as part of the campus's ann ual pre
Thanksgiving celebration Nov. 16-17. In addition to enjoying a great meal, faculty and staff donated canned food
and money to Food Gatherers, In addition, SO cents from every dinner ticket was earmarked for Food Gatherers.
Food Gatherers is a non profit organization that provides more than 4,500 meals a day and brings food to more
than 150 commun ity programs, mostly serving families and children in need. The University has contributed to the
organization for a decade.
Attendance 1,053
Pounds of canned food collected 1,244
Cash donations $543.50
Ticket sale dollars issued to Food Gatherers
$526.50

Source: Dining Services
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News Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events happening
at Eastern Michigan University.
Dec. 13, 2005 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
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• Graduation tickets available:
Graduation tickets (six per
graduate) are available at EMU's
Convocation Center Dec. 13, 8
a.m.-7 p.m. Photo I.D. is required
when picking up tickets. For more
information, see
www.emich.edu/commencement or
call 487-2282.
• MPSERS meetings: The Office of
Retirement Services is offering pre
retirement information meetings for
all employees who participate in the
Michigan Public School Employees Retirement System (MPSE RS).
Meetings are scheduled as follows: Tuesday, Dec. 14; Feb. 13, 2006;
April 18, 2006; and May 15, 2006, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Washtenaw ISO,
Vogel Room A, B, C, 1819 S. Wagner Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48106. To
register online, click on www.michigan.gov/orschools. Learn about
pension benefits, service credit, retirement eligibility, insurance coverage
and more. For more information, call 487-3195.
• Call for presentations and papers: The Arab American National
Museum (AANM) is seeking proposals for panels and papers to be
presented at its Arab Americans in the Arts Forum. The forum is
scheduled March 31-April 2, 2006, at the AANM in Dearborn. Topics
include performing arts: dance, theater and music; visual arts: painting,
photography, sculpture and calligraphy; media arts: film and video; and
literature : poetry, fiction and non-fiction. The purpose of the forum is to
generate dialogue among the AANM's audiences and artists about the
state of Arab American art-making and to document the contributions of
Arab Americans in the above mentioned fields. For submission
information, call (313) 624-0200. The deadline for proposal submission is
Thursday, Dec. 15. Entrants will be notified of acceptance by Jan. 10,
2006.
• Reward offered for information regarding King Hall fire: The
Michigan Arson Prevention Association is offering a reward up to $5,000
for information leading to the arrest and/or conviction of anyone on arson
charges in relation to the Nov. 27 King Hall fire that damaged the offices
of Student Judicial Services. If you have a tip, please call toll free 1-80044-ARSON or go to the Department of Public Safety Web site at
http://www.emich.edu/publicsafety/police.htm and click on DPStips to
write an e-mail and leave a tip.
• Free ride: EMU graduates and their families can save some time and
aggravation by parking in the Rynearson Lot on Commencement Day
Sunday, Dec. 18. From noon-5 p.m., the Depa rtment of Public Safety is
providing FREE shuttle bus rides for graduates and their families. Two
AATA buses will begin the pick-up service at noon. Drop-off service will
end at 5 p.m. Call 487-3122.
• Pick up new University I.D. card: Attention all faculty and staff. If you

have not yet visited the Eagle Card office to get your new University I.D.
card, please stop by before Thursday, Dec. 22. As of Jan. 1, 2006, all
previous cards will no longer work. Please bring a current ID or a driver's
license with you . The Eagle Card office is located at 21 McKenny (lower
level), and is open Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m .-5 p.m.; and Friday, 9 a . m . 4 p . m . For more information, contact the Eagle Card Office, 487-3176.
• Distinguished Faculty Award nominations due Jan. 6: The Division
of Academic Affairs is currently accepting applications for the 2005
Ronald W . Collins Distinguished Faculty Awards. The awards, each worth
$3,500, are given annually in four categories: Teaching I, Teaching II,
Scholarly/Creative Activity and Service to the University. Nomination
forms and supporting documents must be submitted to the appropriate
department head by Jan. 6, 2006. Winners will be formally announced
during the Faculty Awards Ceremony in the McKenny Union Ballroom
March 29, 2006. For information or application forms, call Interim Provost
Don Loppnow, 487-3202, or go to
www.emich .edu/public/aa/Info Faculty. htm.
• Call for Alumni Award nominations: EMU's Alumni Association is
beginning the selection process to determine alumni who will be honored
at the 45th Annual Alumni Awards. Please help us identify alumni who
are highly successful, are leaders in their commun ities, and have shown
an ongoing commitment to EMU, by submitting a nomination. You may
review criteria and download an application at
www.emich.edu/alumni/awards . When nominating, please provide a
complete application and a letter of nomination. Please forward your
nomination to the Office for Alumni Relations at 1349 S. Huron Street,
Suite 2, no later than Friday, Jan. 13. For questions, call 487-0250.
EMU MLK Celebration runs Jan. 12-18:

Former NFL star and current Minnesota
Supreme Court Justice Alan Page will be the
keynote speaker for the 2006 Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day celebration at EMU. President's
Luncheon tickets for the Jan . 16, 2006 event
are $32 for individuals and $15 for EMU
students, and can be purchased by calling the
Convocation Center Box Office, 487-2282.
There is a lot more to the celebration; more
than 30 events are planned over a one-week
period. A complete list of events is online at
http://cot.emich.edu/mlk/events2.htm . For
further information, contact Jessica "Decky"
Alexander at jessica.alexander@emich.edu or
lil.L�;:.....:....ll••• call 487-3179.

• Student Retention Task Force seeks input: Your colleagues on the
Student Retention Task Force invite you to become engaged in exploring
ways to more effectively serve our students, helping them to develop
intellectually and socially to participate as good citizens in this diverse
world of ours. Please e-mail your comments and suggestions to:
student.retention@emich . edu
• Faculty and Staff Giving Program Honor Roll update: The following
donors were inadvertently left off the 2004-05 Facu lty and Staff Giving
Program Honor Roll. The EMU Foundation sincerely apologizes. The
donors are: William Armstrong, C. Babcock, Gene Bennion, Mona Benton,
Janessa Cardillo, Jayne Carroll, Edward Compere Jr. , Margo Dichtelmiller,
John Dugger III, Lora Durham, Barry Fish, Jon Fitzgerald, Thomas Flagg,
April Flanaga,n Ruth Ann Fraser, Carol Freedman-Doan, Dorothea French,
Charles Fulford, Mark Gallup, Karen Gamret, Colleen Glaser, Susan
Gonzales, Theodore Grenier, Nancy Halmhuber, Amy Harrington, Arthur

Harris, Gary Hayden, Joseph Heininger, Gregg Heinrichs, Edward Hill,
Flora Hoodin, Paul Jamieson, Lenore Janman, David Kasper, Connie Kilgo,
Elizabeth King, William Lavery, Donald Lawniczak, Jiansu Liu, Patricia
Lloyd, Bernard Lugauer, Joseph Mason, Cathie McClure, Justin Meilgaard,
Florida Miller, Nancy Moss, Nina Nabors, Kelly O'Connor, James Orwin,
Dominic Palazzolo, Rita Paye, Ann Pierson, Joseph Pollack, Raymond
Quiel, Barnabas Racz, Cynthia Redwine, James Robinson, Roy Rose,
Kenneth Rusiniak, Sally Ryan, Patricia Ryan-Warren, Gretchen Sanchez,
James Schafer, Joel Seguine, Karen Simpkins, Clark Smith, Karen
Sterzik, Barbara Stokes, Katherine Strand-Evans, Rosina Tammany,
Joanne Tangorra, Marc Taras, William Tuscany, Kelly Victor, Jason Wicha,
Bill Woodland, Jack Wu, Nesa Wu, Bonnie Wylo, Guey-Meei Yang and
Carole Zakrzewski.
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Sharon Pendleton

Instructor
School of Health Promotion
· and Human Performance

I

came to Eastern Michigan University 18 years ago because the department was looking for someone to fill in for
a year in the activity division. After working hard in that area, I was able to develop it so much so that the area
grew large enough to maintain student interest in that capacity.
I grew up in very segregated neighborhoods in Chicago and, other than my experiences at Chicago State and
Oklahoma State universities for graduate work, it was Eastern Michigan that gave me the fortune to converse and
mingle with other cultures. The variety and multicultural experiences, and the willingness of my students to share
their ideas with me have broadened my methods in teaching. What I have learned from my students, thus far, has
contributed to my growth as a person.
One of my favorite classes to teach is yoga because students of many abilities can participate in this form of
exercise. It is rewarding to see the students grow and develop from the challenges and experiences in my class,
and become better students through the gains of discipline and emotional health that Yoga supplies.
Eastern offers many opportunities to expand and develop. The camaraderie of the faculty and staff here is like no
other that I have experienced in a work environment.
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